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Greetings from Broadus! 

I guess I want to start this mes-

sage with apologies. I recently 

found out that there were sev-

eral of you that did not receive 

the last newsletter.  I'm still not 

sure what happened, but I as-

sure you it was not intentional.  

We are still hoping to phase out 

most of the hard copies and 

mailing of the newsletter in fa-

vor of internet and website or 

perhaps offer the option.  How-

ever, we are not to that point 

yet. It's moving, but slowly.  We 

all know we like 

the internet; we 

just don't always 

know how to 

make it work for 

us.  We recently 

hired Kerby Ross 

from Arizona to 

rework our web-

site, but the ball 

is back in our 

court to get him 

information and photos.  Kerby 

is doing several sites for other 

state associations. 

 Recent additions to our board 

are Don and Jane Keever from 

Billings. Don brings a great en-

thusiasm that we hope to utilize 

in the MTA. 

Plans are going forward for the 

spring show March 24th-27th.  

It will again be at the Red Lion 

in Helena.  Judges have been 

finalized and we think we have 

a great lineup.  Chris Krueger 

from Arizona will be returning 

to judge life-size mammals.  Joe 

Kaiser, from Arkansas, will 

judge both birds and fish.  And 

lastly, Jody Green, from Illinois, 

will be judging our game heads.  

All these guys have received na-

tional acclaim and we look for-

ward to them coming here.  In 

addition to seminars that our 

judges will conduct, we also 

have Ray Hatfield from Wyo-

ming doing a life-size alteration 

seminar.  Bill Stratton with SCI 

will be doing a Safari 

Club measuring 

class. 

A recent thing that 

we're really excited 

about is our partner-

ship with United 

Special Sportsman's 

Alliance (USSA).  

USSA provides hunt-

ing and fishing trips 

for kids with life threatening 

illnesses.  By working with the 

MTA, taxidermy for trophies 

taken on these trips in Montana 

will also be provided at no cost 

to these kids or their families.  

This is a great opportunity for 

members of the MTA to be part 

of a fine humanitarian project.   
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President’s letter continued. . . 

 And it's a great opportunity for the MTA and the 

taxidermy industry to be promoted in a positive 

light.  We think the potential can be far reach-

ing.  This fall, the first three hunts with USSA 

took place in Montana.  The first two took place 

in the Broadus area with Gardner Ranch Outfit-

ters with one being guided by yours truly.  The 

third was done by Milk River Outfitters in the 

Glasgow area.  All the hunts were arranged 

through the MTA.  The illnesses that these kids 

have vary as does their condition.  One kid was 

wheelchair bound and shot his rifle with a 

mechanism that he blew into a straw.  They're 

kids though, and some of their stories break your 

heart.  Local businesses also contributed and put 

together care packages.  Meat processors do-

nated their services.  Brannen Rogers (Rogers 

Taxidermy) even drove one kid all the way from 

Great Falls to Broadus and back!  All these 

things and people worked together to give these 

kids a wonderful unforgettable time.  Taxidermy 

for these three mounts will be done by Bruce 

Babcock, Katie Rogers, and Paul Faber.  Suppli-

ers have also partnered by donating forms  

and supplies.  We hope to involve more suppliers 

and tanneries as well.  We also hope to see the 

efforts of USSA and the MTA spread to other ar-

eas and communities in Montana.  As you can 

see, the sky's the limit what you can do to love on 

these kids at the local level.  It's a very gratifying 

thing to be a part of.  Contact me or any board 

member if you want to help with taxidermy or 

anything else.  Go to www.childswish.com for 

more information about the organization.  Brigid 

O'Donogue, the organization's founder and CEO, 

plans to attend our show and banquet in March. 

Hopefully you're working on your show pieces. If 

not, there's still time.  Get those creative juices 

flowing!  Once again, we'd like you to register as 

soon as possible.  We plan on having a registra-

tion form on the website.  We will be adding to 

the website from now on, so check it frequently 

for news and updates.  Here's hoping you're win-

tering well and that we see you in March! 

 

Paul Klar 

MTA President 

 

Website:  mttaxidermists.com 
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March 24 - 27, 2011
Sponsored by

Montana Taxidermists Association

Wildlife Art Show & 

Competition

***TAXIDERMISTS***

SATURDAY NIGHT AWARDS & BANQUET

Register early for reduced entry fee!  www.mttaxidermists.com (406)752-4504

LET’S MAKE THIS A GREAT SHOW FOR HELENA 

AND MONTANA

IN HELENA, MT @ THE RED LION 

COLONIAL HOTEL - 2301 COLONIAL DRIVE 

Special rates are available for Show Participants (406) 443-2100

Show Opens to Public: 

Friday    12 PM - 6 pm 
Saturday 9 am - 5 pm 
Sunday    9 am - 2 pm

SPECIAL PUBLIC Silent Auction Items

•Altering & customizing 

Manikins

• Custom building ear-liners

• Epoxy finish work on your 

mount

• Fish Painting

•Painting cast bird heads

•Jody Green
Game heads Judge & Clinician

•Joe Kaiser
Birds, Fish & Reptiles Judge & 

Clinician

•Chris Krueger
Life-size Judge & Clinician

Suppliers & Vendors 

Trade Show

Wildlife Displays and Presentations 

for the Whole Family

•Ray Hatfield
Clinician

Website:  mttaxidermists.com 

www.mttaxidermists.com 
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The Montana Taxidermist Association is proud to team up with the 
United Special Sportsman Alliance ( www.childswish.com ).  This 
non-profit program grants terminally ill children an opportunity to 
hunt or fish in Montana.  The Montana Taxidermist Association will 
volunteer to provide quick care and mounting of their trophy so that 
they can enjoy and relive their memories afield.  We would like to 
take this opportunity to invite your organization to consider a spon-
sorship of the Montana Taxidermist Association so that we can con-

tinue to support and ensure that outdoor traditions are passed on.  

Hunter Gervais with his buck  

Nick Kolstad, left, and Ja-
red Albus of Milk River 

Outfitters in Hinsdale pose 
with the four-point white-

tail buck  
Kalin Carter, left, and Paul Klar  

 
 

 
 

Whitetail Trading Company also servicing through 
Glacier Fur Dressing 

Look at the MTA website:  mttaxidermists.com 

Website:  mttaxidermists.com 

http://www.childswish.com/
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A Note from Ray Bicknell . . . 

I have an individual who will make up some Fly fishing Flies as a fund raiser do-

nation for the 2011 convention.  He needs tanned fur scrapes.  The larger the bet-

ter.  He really needs goat scraps & black bear scraps.  He uses deer, sheep, beaver, 

hog, mink, caribou, elk, moose and rabbit.  Antelope does not work.  He could use 

boraxed bird feathers like pheasant, turkey, exotics and geese but is not sure of 

the federal regulations (neither am I).  I am currently accumulating the scraps 

and sending them on to him.  This individual is a humble worker and former vet-

eran trying to promote and keep fly fishing affordable for other veterans.  Furs 

and feathers can be sent to: 

Ray Bicknell 

210 Forest Drive 

Kalispell, MT 

406-756-1855              

 

THANKS! 

HEAVY DUTY BOXES 

 

 

 

 

FOR SHIPPING TAXIDERMY 

MADE IN MISSOULA 

DEER HEAD BOXES – 47” X 31” X 24” 

ANTELOPE BOXES – 36” X 18” X 22” 

SAVE TIME AND $$ OVER BUILDING A CRATE 

ANY SIZE YOU NEED, WE CAN 
MAKE 

MINIMUM ORDER = 1 

CALL FOR QUOTE: 

LOCAL  541-7250 

TOLL FREE 1- 888-207-4109 

TALK TO MIKE GRIMM 

SEVERAL REFERENCES IN MT 

IF YOU WANT TO CHECK US OUT 

 

QUALITY TAN 

OUR NAME IS OUR 
STANDARD 
912-13TH ST. No. 

Great Falls, MT 59401 

406-453-9397 

  406-453-0850 fax 

             qualitytan@aol.com 

FOR COMMERCIAL TAXIDERMIST ONLY 

Website:  mttaxidermists.com 
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It’s time to Nominate New Board Members 

Nominations can be submitted by fax, phone, e-mail or pony express.  All nomina-

tions need to be received by February 15
th
.  Please nominate someone TODAY!  

 

Fax #: (406) 752-4604 

e-mail:  reeltaxidermy@bresnan.net    

Phone #:  (406) 756-1855    

Address:  210 Forest Drive Kalispell, MT 59901 

Website:  mttaxidermists.com 

mailto:reeltaxidermy@bresnan.net
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GENERAL RULES AND GUIDELINES FOR THE  

2011 MTA STATE COMPETITION 

1. All mounts entered in the 2011 MTA competition cannot have been entered in any previous MTA shows. 

2. No freeze-dried entries or freeze-dried parts. No exceptions for turkey heads. 

3. Protected wildlife must have all necessary permits and paperwork with the mounts at all times. 

4. All entries must be totally done by the competitor by themselves, unassisted. An exception to this being tanning, forms, eyes, etc. 

5. Only paid entrants in the competition and/or their spouses can attend the clinics / seminars. A $25.00 individual fee or $75.00 for all clinics / 

seminar fee will be charged for all non-competing members or taxidermy vendors / exhibitors (with a pass) wanting to attend the seminars. 

6. Removal of entries will not be allowed until the close of public viewing on Sunday, March 28, 2011. The only exception to this will be that of 

extreme weather / emergency. 

7. The only way to enter the doors at the show will be by a competitor pass. Each entrant and spouse will receive one pass. 

8. There will be time allowed for grooming and arranging each entry prior to judging. 

9. Distasteful entries will not be allowed (wounds, traps, etc.) at the discretion of the directors. 

10. Each mount will be given a numerical score (Scores necessary for winning ribbons are noted below). 

11. Must have blue ribbon score to qualify for Best of Category. 

12. The decision of the judges on each entry is final!!! Discourteous behavior toward judges or show officials will not be tolerated. Behavior of this 

kind could lead to disqualification of a competitor and a request for them to leave with their entries.  Remember that all critiques are intended for 

the benefit of the taxidermist. 

13. After judging has been completed, point ribbons will be displayed and you may, at this time, identify your mounts with business cards. 

Plaques and ribbons for major awards will be held and announced at the awards banquet. 

14. The number of entries allowed is unlimited. 

15. Entries in glass cases must have a removable top and sides to allow for judging. The top and sides must be removed prior to judging and then 

replaced by the competitor. 

16. The Red Lion Colonial Hotel and competition staff will do all they can to see that your mounts are secure; however, they cannot insure them 

from danger or theft. All mounts entered into competition will be done so at owner's risk. 

 

COMPETITION CATEGORIES 

SINGLE CATEGORIES: 

A single entered mount on any type of base. 
 

GROUP CATEGORIES: 

1. The entrant may choose to have only part of a Group Category entry judged (i.e. there are three pieces and the entrant would like to have two 

judged, etc.). If there are only two pieces in a group, the entrant wants only one judged, the piece would then be considered a Single Category 

entry. 

2.  The competition entry fee of $95.00 will cover three mounts for judging; if a fourth mount is entered, there would be an additional charge of 

$10.00 for the fourth piece.  Each mount in any Group Category entry will be considered an individual piece when calculating entry fees. 

3. Best of Category in all Group Categories will be determined by averaging the ribbon scores of each piece entered in an 

individual group. (I.e. if you have entered two pieces in a group of three, the score of the two pieces judged will be averaged 

to give you a final score that will be compared to all other averaged scores in your Group Category to determine the Best of 

Category winner. *** Mounts that are entered in a Group are not eligible for single awards. 
 

MIXED GROUP CATEGORIES: 

This entry must consist of two or more different species. Specimens must be on the same base. 

Attention! If you have a Group Category entry, you must enter it as either a Group where at least two mounts are judged, 

or indicate that you'd like them judged as singles. You may not do both with the same entry. If you have additional 

pieces not included in this group, they may be entered as single entries.   In all cases, you must decide whether 

the pieces you enter will be either single or group. 
 

COMPETING DIVISIONS EXPLAINED: 

The Master, Professional, Adult Novice and Junior Novice Divisions of the MTA convention have always been a way for the competing taxidermist 

to enter themselves into a class of other taxidermists who are at a similar level of experience. It is a choice that each individual taxidermist can 

make on his/her own. In fact, it is even possible for the competitor to enter two different divisions. For example, if you are a Professional in birds, 

and a novice in fish, it is only fair that you be allowed to enter two different divisions. In essence, the MTA wants competitors to be able to com-

pete in levels that will be most beneficial to their advancement in taxidermy. You cannot enter two like species in separate divisions. (i.e., you 

cannot bring two deer heads for competition and enter one in novice and one in professional. They must both be entered in one division). 

For those of you who would like a little help in deciding which division is right for you, the following is a general guideline: 
 

JUNIOR NOVICE: Pertains to novice competitors who are 16 years and younger. This division allows the judges to separate the Novice Adult 

from the Young Novice competitors, and tailor their score sheets accordingly. 

ADULT NOVICE: Pertains to someone who is over the age of 16 and is a beginner taxidermist’s and considers himself or herself to be in the 

early stages of learning. 

PROFESSIONAL: Pertains to someone who is a practiced taxidermist and is capable of performing taxidermy at a business or professional level. 

MASTER: Pertains to someone who has achieved a high level of expertise in his or her field, and has the ability to consistently produce award 

winning work. 

BEST ALL AROUND: Only Master and Professional may enter. You must ribbon in all categories to qualify for this award. 
 

SCORING AND JUDGING: 

All divisions in the 2011 MTA Competition will be clearly marked for the judges. This will allow the judges to better score and critique the pieces 

based on its division. Scores for each division are as follows. 

Junior Novice Division:  60-69 Honorable Mention, 70-79 3rd place, 80-89 2nd place, and 90-100 1st place. 

Adult Novice Division:  60-69 Honorable Mention, 70-79 3rd place, 80-89 2nd place, ad 90-100 1st place. 

Professional Division:  70-79 3rd place, 80-89 2nd place, 90-100 1st place. 

Master Division 70-79 3rd place, 80-89 2nd place, 90-100 1st place. 

Website:  mttaxidermists.com 
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. 

Best of Show Award Winner 

Dale Manning  

Missoula, MT 

 

Also Awarded: 

 

Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks Award 

Peoples Choice Award 

Outfitters and  Guides Award 

Best of Masters 

Judges Choice 

Breakthrough Award 

Look at other taxidermists awards at the website: 
mttaxidermists.com 

Website:  mttaxidermists.com 

ABF Freight System 

B & L Scales 

Custom Line 

Custom Packing Options 

High Mountain Skulls 

Jerome Cutts 

Glacier Fur Dressing, LLC 

Jonas Supply Company 

Lewistown Taxidermy 

Mckenzie 

Montana Rocky Mountain  

      Fur Dressers, Inc. 

 

Montana Rug and Tanning, Inc. 

Montana Wildlife Taxidermy 

NRA 

Research 

Rocking Horse Woodworks 

Rugged Edge 

Skull Artistry 

Trufitt 

Unishippers of Montana 

Van Dykes 

Wildlife Gallery Fur Dressing 

 

Tentative List of Vendors 
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MTA 

210 Forest Drive 
Kalispell, MT 59901 
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